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HIGHLIGTS 

 
 Discover the magic of the "Enchanted Islands", famous for its many endemic species and 

for the studies of Charles Darwin that led him to establish his Theory of Evolution. 
 Get to know the Charles Darwin Research Station and learn about turtle breeding for 

conservation. 
 Get to know the Twin Craters, the only place on Santa Cruz Island where you will find a 

escalesia forest. 
 Marvel at the beauty of Tortuga Bay beach and its unique white sand. 
 Enjoy an experiential fishing tour on Santa Fe Island or Daphne. 

 
  

MAP OF THE ROUTE 
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ITINERARIO 

 
 DAY DESCRIPTION ACCOMMODATION MEALS 

DAY 1 Quito – Santa Cruz Island  Selected hotel L – D 

DAY 2 Full Day Santa Fe Island  Selected hotel  B – L – D  

DAY 3 Santa Cruz – San Cristobal Island  Selected hotel  B – L – D  

DAY 4 San Cristobal Island  Selected hotel  B – L – D 

DAY 5  San Cristobal - Santa Cruz Island  Selected hotel  B – L – D 

DAY 6 Santa Cruz - Isabela Island Selected hotel  B – L – D 

DAY 7 Isabela Island Selected hotel  B – BL - L – 
D 

DAY 8 Santa Cruz Island – Quito N/A B 

 

*B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner, BL = Box Lunch 

 

GALAPAGOS 

8 DAYS  - 7 NIGHTS 

STANDARD HOTEL 
$1628.00 

Single supplement  
$55 per night 

SUPERIOR HOTEL 
$2372.00  

Single supplement  
$130 per night 

LUXURY HOTEL 
$2987.00 

Single supplement 
$150 per night 

* RATE APPLIES UNTIL DECEMBER 2020 
** FOR EVERY 15 PASSENGERS PAID, A FREE IS GRANTED BY PAYING TAXES 

 

- Bilingual and certified tour guides (English/Spanish) 
 
Inclusions: 

 Accommodation in hotels according to availability. 
 Breakfasts at the selected hotel. 
 Lunches and dinners in a restaurant assigned by the operator. 
 Reception / Dispatch at the Galapagos airport, (PRIVATE FROM THE ITABACA CHANNEL). 
 VIP lounge at Baltra airport on the flight back to the mainland. 
 Daily assistance and support. 
 Land and sea transport 
 TCT Card 
 Shared visits and excursions according to itinerary 
 Guides authorized by the Galapagos National Park. 
 Navigable Tour (ACCORDING TO ITINERARY). 
 Snorkeling equipment (ONLY IN THE PLACES WHERE CAN DO THIS ACTIVITY BE CARRIED OUT). 
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Exlusions: 

 International flights 
 Domestic flights 
 Entrance to Galapagos National Park: Adult $ 100.00 / Child $ 50.00 

 
Important information: 

 The accommodation is subject to availability until the moment of the reservation 

 If payment is made by credit card a bank charge of 7% may apply 

 This program requires an extensive amount of walking, some of which is on cobblestone paths and 

unpaved trails, with uneven surfaces.  There are many steps to climb. 

 This excursion is not suitable for guests with limited mobility or those who utilize a wheelchair. 

 Pack carefully; luggage weight restriction is limited to 50 lb. (23 kg).  

 

 

Day 1 
Quito – Santa Cruz Island 

L-D 

 

 
 
Lunch. 

Charles Darwin Research Station & Fausto llerena breeding center, Santa Cruz Island 

We will visit the Charles Darwin Research Station and its famous residents within an impressive giant 

prickly-pear cactus forest. These are the headquarters of scientific investigation, conservation, and the 

National Park administration in the islands. You will gain insight into the huge efforts being made by 

scientists, guides, rangers and park managers to preserve this UNESCO World Heritage Site.  

The Charles Darwin Research Station is also part of the Centro de Crianza Fausto Llerena which is the 

breeding center for the tortoises. Tortoises are raised here in the care of researchers and then when ready 

re-introduced into their natural environment. 

Difficulty level: Easy 

 

Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
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Day 2 
Daily tour Santa Fe or Daphne Island  

B-L-D 

 

 
 
Breakfast. 

(08h00) Transfer to Santa Fe or Daphne Island on experiential fishing tour 

Santa Fe: Depart for Santa Fe Island. Formed by uplifting, rather than by a volcano, Santa Fe is known for 

having one of the most beautiful coves in all the Galapagos. Some of the island’s endemic species include 

the Galapagos hawk, Galapagos snake, rice rats, different types of finches, and the Galapagos mockingbird. 

Playful sea lions will usually accompany swimmers and snorkelers.  

Daphne Major: Our excursion will circumnavigate Daphne Major, which is an eroded tuff cone formation 

located between Santa Cruz and Santiago Islands. Formed by successive explosions, the islet is a 

spectacular bird-watching site. A select handful of scientists have long studied bird life on Daphne Major, 

especially Darwin’s finches. So important are Daphne Major’s bird populations that this little island became 

famous due to many publications made by well-known researchers Peter and Rosemary Grant. Your guide 

will point out the bird-life, including blue-footed boobies, Nazca boobies, red billed tropic birds, swallowed 

tail gulls, and brown noddies, while explaining some of the important research carried out on the islands. 

Visitors are not allowed to walk on these islands due to their very fragile nature.  

Difficulty level: Easy  

 

Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
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Day 3  
Santa Cruz – San Cristobal Island 

B-L-D 

 

 
 

Breakfast 

This morning head to one of the most spectacular beaches in the Galápagos. This beautiful spot is a favorite 

of sea turtles, sea lions, marine iguanas, pelicans, and lava gulls. A paved pathway takes you from the 

outskirts of Puerto Ayora through an arid and aromatic Palo Santo forest dotted with prickly pear and 

candelabra cactus. The beach itself is actually divided into two sections. The first, a long crescent of white 

sand, fronts a large wave break usually filled with surfers. Further along is another, more sheltered bay of 

crystal clear water lined with mangroves. Keep an eye out for flamingos here or just take a relaxing swim 

or snorkel in the warm water. Between the two beaches is a short trail to a rocky stretch of coastline where 

you can find marine iguanas, blue-footed boobies, and pelicans.  

Difficulty level: Easy 

Lunch.  

Transfer to San Cristobal Island (Boat 2 ½ hours approx.), Start the tour with a visit to La Lobería, this small 

islet is near Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. It is separated from San Cristóbal by a strait of calm waters. On its 

rocks you can see blue-footed boobies and sea lions resting. An atmosphere of tranquility and harmony 

with nature is breathed.  

Difficulty level: easy. 

 

Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
  
Day 4 
San Cristobal 

B-L-D 
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Breakfast. 

This morning we explore Puerto Baquerizo Moreno, the small and cosy capital of the Galapagos. This 

attractive port is situated along a crescent-shaped bay. You will visit the Interpretation Centre; an excellent 

place to learn information regarding the natural history of the Galapagos. The Museum of Natural History 

explains a series of natural circumstances such as the volcanic origins of the islands, their remoteness 

from the continent, its ocean currents, its special climate, and the arrival of different species and their 

establishment. The Human History exhibit narrates chronologically the most significant events related to 

the discovery and colonization of the Galapagos.  

Difficulty level: Easy 

Walk down an easy boardwalk to Cerro Tijeretas. A bust of Charles Darwin commemorates his visit to the 

islands in 1835. This area is teeming with life: Darwin’s finches, San Cristóbal mockingbirds, marine iguanas, 

sea lions, and more. Hills frame this turquoise bay, home to two species of frigates. A staircase leads to the 

top of Cerro Tijeretas, from where a good portion of northern San Cristóbal is visible, including Wreck Bay, 

Lobos Islet, Punta Carola and the impressive Kicker Rock.  

Difficulty level: Easy to moderate  

Lunch.  

At the summit of an extinct volcano, you’ll be treated to a spectacular view of the El Junco Lagoon inside 

the now tranquil caldera. The lagoon is a haven for frigatebirds and supplies water for inhabitants of the 

island as well as many tourist boats. Hiking around the lake provides breath-taking views of the island.  

Difficulty level: Moderate 

 

Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
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Day 5 
San Cristóbal – Santa Cruz  

B-L-D 

3  Isabela  

 
 
Breakfast.  

Transfer to Santa cruz Island.  

Lunch 

Highlands, Santa Cruz Island 

Located to the northwest of Puerto Ayora. The path to the highlands starts from Bellavista and passes 

through the agricultural zone, near the National Park boundary, the Miconia zone and then goes through 

the Fern and Sedge zone. If we have good weather we would enjoy the view as this area gives us a range 

of hills and extinct volcanic cones covered with grass and lush greenery all year round. The highlands are 

one of the best places in the islands to observe giant tortoises in their natural habitat. The tortoises are 

easy to spot as they lumber around eating grass and leaves and wallowing in the small pools that are 

common in the reserve. They can weigh between 250 and 300 kg and live up to 150-200 years. With few 

natural enemies, their principal threat has always been humans. You may also spot highland birds such as 

cattle egrets, Galápagos rails, mockingbirds, finches, and vermilion flycatchers. There are also several lava 

tunnels in the highlands – great places to spot the barn owl.  

Difficulty level: Easy  

Los Gemelos, Santa Cruz Island 

Spanish for “The Twins”, Los Gemelos are two impressive volcanic depressions in the highlands of Santa 

Cruz Island. The sinkholes were created from the collapse of surface materials into hollow chambers below 

the surface. Unlike much of the rest of the archipelago, this area is quite green and lush.  In addition to the 

giant sinkholes, you’ll also be able to observe a variety of flora and fauna.  

Difficulty level: Moderate  

 

Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
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Day 6 
Santa Cruz – Isla Isabela 

B-L-D 

3  Isabela  

 
 
Breakfast. 

You will start your day on an excursion to the Cracks; They are an impressive rock formation bathed by the 

crystal clear water of the ocean. Getting there requires only a brief and profitable walk. The road crosses 

mangroves, an old salt mine and places full of Opuntia cactus, a truly galapagueña species. This, in addition, 

is an ideal snorkeling point, because the water is clear and calm. 

Difficulty level: Easy 

Lunch.   

Transfer to Isabela Island (Boat 2 ½ hours approx.), Isabela is the youngest and largest of the islands of the 

archipelago. Five volcanoes came together to form it, which makes it a wonderful, picturesque and peaceful 

place; begin the tour of the flamingos lagoon that houses several species of birds. If you are lucky you can 

see more than 20 varieties at the same time. Most likely it is the best place to observe migratory birds in 

the archipelago. 

Difficulty level: Easy  

 
Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
  
Day 7 
Isabela Island  

B-BL-L-D 

3  Isabela  
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Breakfast. 

Sierra Negra Volcano, Isabela Island  

This impressive volcano has a massive caldera measuring ten kilometres in diameter – the second largest 

in the world. Our hike will take us over spectacular terrain to the rim of the crater. From the viewpoint, we 

have a panoramic view over Isabela and the Perry Isthmus, a 12 kilometre wide lava field. We continue our 

hike to the Chico Volcano, observing striking lava formations along the way.  

Difficulty level: Difficult 

Lunch. 

In the afternoon you will enjoy a refreshing visit to the Concha y Perla Bay, characterized by its mangroves 

and its shallow, calm and transparent water that allows you to observe the fascinating marine fauna of 

Galapagos and where you can swim or snorkel next to sea lions and if you have lucky penguins too, 

something that cannot be experienced in any other tropical area of the world.  

Difficulty level: Easy 

 

Overnight at Selected Hotel (Standard Room) 1 night 
  
Day 8 
Isabela – Santa Cruz – Quito 

D - VIP LOUNGE GPS 
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Box breakfast. 

(06h00) Transfer back to Santa Cruz Island by speedboat. 

Departure transfer to the airport. 

End of services. 

 

Why OPT? 

OPT is a brand recognized for providing excellent service and preferential treatment in all our destinations. In the 

company there are some values that make us special:  

 Quality control teams: Each and every one of our offices has an assigned team to ensure that our suppliers 

always comply with what is promised. 

 Tour guides: We make sure that our guides are professional and certified. They know our destinations perfectly 

and additionally they are good travel companions. 

 24-hour emergency contact: No matter what time of day or whatever your concern, our local operations teams 

are always waiting to help you, providing flexible measures if any plan changes. 

 Health and safety: We have strict criteria that all our suppliers must meet a large number of security initiatives 

tailored to each destination, from first aid training to emergency procedures plans. 

 Our tailoring capacity: We manage each request according to individual needs.  

OPT ECUADOR 

OPT Ecuador has been offering professional tourism services under the direction of an extraordinary team since 2012. 
Our team is dedicated to providing services of the highest quality and our guides have been carefully selected to enrich 
customer experiences with their extensive knowledge about various themes.  


